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Water Water Everywhere!

The month of June and those that followed have proved to be interesting with record flooding occurring
Sioux County, three of oureas received damages and were under water. These areas include: Winterfe
Boating and Fishing in Rock Valley, Oak Grove Park and the Big Sioux Recreation Area both near Haw
We also had damages at Bruce Schomaker Rec Area, and the Rock SiasixDAkessand fishing piers were
damaged at Winterfeld and Bruce Schomaker Rec Area,lsmad at the Big Sioux Recreation area had t
large holes cut in fnm the water currenbn both thesouth andnorth side of the pit. Oak Grove sustained
little damages with most of the workboeing he cleanupof a largeamount of sand and trees that was left on
the river bank and boat ramp area. a#llso had a few picnic tables to retrieve from the trees.

Work has started and wrapped up for a fewtlé damages.The road at the Big Sioux Recreation Area has
been filled in on thesouth side and able to pass over again. The road on the north end is in the progress
being worked on soon. The dike at Winterfeld has been filled in, and the Oak Grove Park bottdrasarea
been cleaned up. Picnic tables have been retrieved from the top of the trees and the grass is fairly gree
down there.
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picnic tables cleanedp. The road going to the Rock Sioux Access is still in need of bewogked with
hauling in dirt, gravel and grading.




All programs must bpre-registeredfor, you may sign up online at
http://www.mycountyparks.com/County/Sioux.asfax you may call Sunday Ford at 7322-3057

August

16: Guided River Tour- Meet at Oak Grove Park boat ramp at 9 am to go on a tour of the wildlife
along the Big Sioux River. Dr. Jim Pease will tell you about everything from mammals to shrubs as we
paddle down the Big Sioux River. Canoes and life jackets will be provided please bring your own if you
have one. Children must be accompanied by an adult but everyone is welcome. There are a limited
number of spots available.

30: Monarch Watch- We will be meeting at the firewood box, in Deer Run Campground from 9:30-
11 am to learn about monarch migration, and to tag monarchs on their journey to Mexico. There is no
cost, event is family friendly. Bring your own butterfly net if you have one. Cancelled if raining,
preregistration appreciated for this event, by calling or going online.

September

3. Camper Registration for Trick or Treat Hike- Call 712-552-1047. No other phone will be
used to register and no walk-ins. Calls will be taken starting at 8am. This is to make reservations for
October 11 event. You may register yourself and one other camper. Reservations are for campsites at
both Deer Run Campground and Turkey Ridge Campground.

12: Women in the Outdoors- Pre-Workshop Canoe Float- Join in this fun day on the water.
We will be floating the Big Sioux River starting at 9 am. We will meet at the Oak Grove Park boat

ramp. Pack a sack lunch to be enjoyed on a sandbar and be back at the park by 2 pm. Limited number
of spots available. Must pre-register for this event.

13: Women in the Outdoors- Open to ages 14 and up (ages 14-17 with adult). Hosted at Oak
Grove near Hawarden from 8 am-4:30 pm. Courses include: Dutch oven cooking, water sports,

bicycling, wilderness survival, crafts, and much more! Cost is $45, includes lunch. Hosted by National
Wild Turkey Federation and idngaounty Coissernamtion Boardss Afano | a
experience for ladies of all backgrounds, must call to pre-register at 712-552-3057 or print off brochure
online and send in with registration payment.

20: Dutch Oven Gathering- Calling all area Dutch Oven Cookers! We will be hosting a gathering
at Oak Grove Park Turkey Ridge Campground. Dishes to include: breads, appetizers, main dishes, and
desserts. Dishes will be judged, with prizes awarded, potluck meal afterwards. Call Sunday Ford at
712-552-3057 to sign up as a cooker. First 10 cookers to register will receive a free campsite at Turkey
Ridge for Saturday night September 20th. Public is welcome to come observe and ask questions. Join
us for meal at 6pm bring a dish along to share (does not have to be Dutch oven dish for potluck)
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http://www.mycountyparks.com/County/Sioux.aspx

October

11: Trick or Treat Hike- Join the Sioux County Conservation Board for an evening of Halloween
Celebration! Ages 12 and under are invited to trick or treat in costume at Oak Grove Park. You will start
at the river and walk a luminary lit trail to Deer Run Campground, trick or treat at the campsites, and
then make your way back down to the river for a bonfire. Once again we will be including Turkey Ridge
Campground in the festivities. Parking will also be located near this campground. No pre-registration
needed. Listen to KSOU 93.9 FM for weather cancellations. Trick or treating is from 5:30-8 pm. Any
campers wanting to reserve a spot for the trick or treat hike may start doing so at 8am on September 3
by calling 712-552-1047 (no walk-ins or other phones will be used to take reservations). You may
reserve a site for yourself and one other site. Calls will be taken until full. Campers will receive Friday
and Saturday night free camping in exchange for enough candy/goodies for 700 children.

18: Youth Mentor Pheasant Hunt- Sponsored by the Sioux Prairie Pheasants Forever and Sioux
County Conservation Board. This event is open to kids ages 12-15, who have passed their hunter
education course. This event is held at the Rock Valley Gun Club, with hunting in surrounding areas.
The day starts with a review of hunting safety by a Conservation Officer, then a trap shoot. Each group
will go into the field with mentors and hunting dogs. Breakfast and lunch is provided. There is no cost,
but a limited number of kids will be taken call 712-552-3057 to pre-register.

New addition 10 BIJ SI0O UX Recreation Arez

This past month if you have been out to visit the Big Sioux Recreation Area you
might have noticed a rather large tan fish at the campground. This fish is part
of the playground structure we have placed at this area. Funding for this wa s
made possible by the Sioux County Community Foundation Grant, Hawarden
Community Foundation Grant , and anonymous donation. This new structure
will provide youth with many hours of play.




Summer Adventures

By Sarah Faber, Evironmental Education Summer Intern

Outdoor Skills Day

Outdoor Skills Dayas a huge success this year with 222 ki
coming to Oak Grove to trgr improve different outdoor skills SEES
The kids and parents who participated tried their hand at canoeing, deev,
shotgun, spear throwing, water safety/outdoor first aid, outdoor cooking, arche™s
duck hunting, and hiking. A free lunch was served and prizes were given awa }‘.ﬂ
the end of the event. This fun packed day wassponsored by the Sioux County g
Corservation Board, the Sioux County 4= | yR GKS { A2dzE /

Sandy Hollow Fishing Clinic
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Sardy Hollow Fishing Clinic dowlespite the weather 30 brave kids and their parents came out for the event.
There was a competition for the biggest fish caught, and the most fish caught. This year America State Bank
8 tagged fish into the ponds, worth $50 each. Though someniesk caught, the weather did not permit anyone tc
catch a tagged fish, or exceed in catching more than 3 fish. With low numbers every child walked away siih [
theend. Thankyoutooured LI2 Yy 82 NBR { A2dzE / 2dzy (& { LJ2 dtlomiidoyit@oathe/ f
short wet morning.

Summer Camps

Oak Grove showcased many summer camps this summer for ages rafigingRir 24 year old and their Dad,
MomorGNJ Y RLIF NBy G o6SOIYS SELISNIa G t221Ay&ERRERWA O Idi
Ol Y LI® hdzNJ CNR3IAZ {ylAfa | yR-6yfeardoldWheyeRR&Saxplotet dlirmyihings
nature and made our own slime! For agesI@we enjoyed two days out at The Big Sioux RecAnga 2 dzNJ d
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13-15 years old interested in getting their hunting license and try archery and fishing.

Ringneck Rendezvous

Due to flooding in Rock Valley thisn@uRingneck Rendezvous was rescheduled to August 9. We are hoping for
bigger turn out tharpreviousyears, even with the new date. Kids will be able to participate in ax throwing, minr
racing, trap shooting, games, and much more. Prizes will be givesifter pizza to promote further enjoyment in
the great outdoors. The Gould Brothers will conclude the event with their show. Thank you to all the volunteel
sponsors for your patience and commitment in rescheduling this event.



2014 Roject Aware Success

This year was the first of its kind for project aware meaning they have concurred a ©
state boundary water way involving coordination from both The South Dakota
Game Fish and Parks and the lowa DNR, along with the Lyon, Sioux and Plymah
County ConservationBoard.

Someinterestingstatistics shared by Project AWAREare:
91 river miles paddled and cleaned
388 volunteers throughout the week (average 167 people on the river daily)

Volunteers from: South Dakota, lowa, Arkansas, Coloradolllinois, Indiana, Kansas, £+ .
Carolina, Nebraska, and Wisconsin :

88 sponsors helped make this event possible
Trash Numbers
Total Trash Removed 28.8 tons (57,523 Ibs)
Tires- 549 (12,432Ibs)
Scrap Metat 18.6 tons (37,180 Ibs)
Recyclables (redeemable, plastic, cardboard, glgss2.4 tons (4,736 |bs)
Household Hazardous Matrl 0.28 tons (560 Ibs)

Trash 1.3 tons (2,615 Ibs)

Trash Recycled: 95% (54,348 Ibs)
Next yeards Project AWARE i sl8eH:mt ati vely schedu

This year also had the unfortunate but awesome experience of discovering a juvenile male bald eagle whi
was not doing well. With help from volunteers, Sioux County Naturalist Sunday Ford we were able to get
this eagle to SOAR (Saving Our Avian Resources) fthe help he needed. The eagle soon became the
mascotforPr oj ect AWARE and was soon referred to as ¢
the eagle has been getting healthier and gaining his strength back in hopes to Ihaéivereleased back ino the
wild in Sioux County. o : ;




Sioux County

Conservation Board

If you would like to be added to the
newsletter mailing list please send a
postcard with your name and address
to:

Sioux County Conservation Board
Oak Grove Rk
4051 Cherry Ave.
Hawarden, 1A 51023

001 "ON msd
VI 1) 93ue1Q
avd
afeisod 'S’
TFeIN pIepuBlS

soococon@siouxcounty.org
www.mycountyparks.com
www.siouxcountyparks.com

Board Members
Gordon PottebaurrChairperson
Dave Meylink Vice Chairperson

Daryl Grooterg Secretary
Jery JenserfMember
Brian Oordt Member

Staff
Robert Klocke Executive Director
Sunday ForglAssistant Director/Naturalist

Jessic&/an Oort Office Assistant

Myron Dekkerg Park Ranger/Maint. TectOak Grove
Scott Heidebring Park Ranger/Maint. TeciBig $ux Rec Ared
Zach WeyerPark Ranger/Maint. Teelsandy Hollow
Robert Upton Park Ranger/Maint. Teelsandy Hollow
Alex Lynott Park Ranger/Maint. Teelak Grove

Meetings
Held the first Wednesday after the 3rd of the month at 630
at the Administratbn Office in Oak Grove.
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