
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sioux County Conservation Newsletter 

Volume 23, Issue 1 Spring 2014 

Sandy Hollow changes management… 

The Sioux County Conservation Board has reached an agreement with the city of Sioux Center for the 

purchase of Sandy Hollow.  We will begin managing the 120 acre area starting May 1, 2014.  The Sioux County 

Conservation Board is excited to be taking on this past golf course and has many changes in mind that will be 

taking place.  Some changes will be noticed right away others will be more subtle. 

The Conservation Board will continue to rent out the clubhouse for those that have made reservations for this 

year already and for those still making plans.  Campsites will be available on a first come first served basis of 

all sites.  In order to save a campsite you must have a tent, camper, or vehicle on the site and pay for the site.  

Camp sites at this area consist of thirty-seven electrical hook ups for $16 a night, two full hook up (water, 

sewer, electric) for $20 a night, and twelve electrical and water sites at $18 a night.  There are four water 

hydrants throughout the campground and a sewer dump station.  There is a modern comfort station available 

with sinks, stools, and showers.  There is also a sand volleyball court, playground area, horseshoe pit, and lots 

of open area to run and play.  There are two ponds that have been stocked with catfish, largemouth bass, 

bluegills, walleye and crappie. There is also a paved biking/hiking trail that spans three miles to the town of 

Sioux Center. 

What can the public expect to see for changes?  You can expect to see planting of trees, native grasses and 

forbs, hiking trails, removal of some out buildings, repair of open shelters, road maintenance, and much more.  

Park hours will be 7am- 10:30 pm. A park pass will be required for each vehicle at $5 a day or $20 for an 

annual, additional passes are $10 each, must be purchased same day.  Passes will be good at both Sandy 

Hollow and the Big Sioux Recreation Area (near Hawarden). 

The Sioux County Conservation Board looks forward to this addition to our areas we manage, if you have 

changes you would like to see or suggestions please let us know. 

Sioux County conservation Board added an additional 67 acres of public hunting near Matlock, IA.  

This area was obtained with help of the Natural Heritage Foundation, Sioux County Sportsmenôs, 

Club, Sioux Prairie Pheasants Forever Chapter, and the Conservation Board.  We are planning on 

placing a parking area at this site, and start replanting it to native grasses. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

New Firewood Policy Adopted 

SCCB Rates and Fees 2014 
Oak Grove/Big Sioux Park 
Camping  
Electrical Sites- $16 
Tent Sites- $13 
Shelters 
Oak Grove Lodge- $75 
Big Sioux Shelter- $25 
Open Shelters- no charge, first come first served 
Cabins 
Eagle Nest & Whitetail- $55 a night 
Bluegill Bungalow & Fox Den- $65 a night  
(2 night minimum required when booking) 
Watercraft 
Canoe & Kayak (4 of each) - $18 a day or $10 half day 
per craft 
Bruce Shoemaker Recreation Area 
Camping 
Electrical/Water  sites- $ 18 
Shelter 
Open Shelter- no charge, first come first served  
Alton Roadside Park 
Camping 
Electrical- $10 
Shelter 
Enclosed Shelter- $40 (make reservations by calling 
Alton Casey’s General Store 712-756-4370) 
Open Shelters- no charge, first come first served 

Big Sioux Recreation Area 
Camping 
Electrical/Water - $ 18 
Shelters 
Open Shelters- no charge, first come first served 
Vehicle Pass 
Day vehicle pass- $5 
Annual vehicle pass- $20, second vehicle registered 
same day additional $10 
Sandy Hollow 
Camping 
Full Hookup- $20 
Electric/Water - $18 
Electric- $16 
Shelters 
Clubhouse- $300 
Enclosed Shelter- 
Open Shelters- no charge, first come first served 
Vehicle Pass 
Day vehicle pass- $5 
Annual vehicle pass- $20, second vehicle registered 
same day additional $10 
 
For more information on any rentals, to make 
reservations, or inquire about hosting special 
events (wedding, large gatherings) please call 
the Sioux County Conservation Board 
Administration Office: 712-552-1047 

Sioux County Conservation Board has adopted a new policy.  No outside firewood will be allowed  

at places campgrounds with firewood provided .  This is due to the Emerald Ash Borer threat.  

Firewood is available for purchase at Oak Grove/Big Sioux Park, Sandy Hollow and the Big Sioux 

Recreation Area.  Cost $2 an arm load.  We are encouraging you to burn it where you purchase your 

firewood and what is not used is left at the campsite.   

Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) is an emerald green colored invasive beetle from Asia that has been on the 

radar for years.  It affects many species of ash trees and kill ing them within 2 -4 years.  Larvae of the EAB 

feed on the cambium which is where the water and nutrient transfer happens in the tree.  This layer is 

located just under the bark.  EAB was reported in the United States in the early 2000ôs.  Most likely it 

was transported to the states on wood packing material on ships.  The entire state of Iowa has been 

placed under quarantine for Emerald Ash Borer effective February 4, 2014.  It has been identified in six 

counties in Eastern and Central Iowa.  A quarantine by state and U.S. agriculture department means 

that hardwood firewood, ash logs, and wood chips cannot be moved out of the area without a permit.  

Homeowners must not remove their ash trees or firewood from their trees to an area outside of the 

quarantine.  Tree removal companies must not haul logs or firewood outside the quarantine area unless 

inspected and treated as required by the regulations.  The entire state (99 counties) of Iowa has been 

quarantined for EAB.  If you suspect that you have a tree that has been affected by EAB contact: 

State Entomologist Office, IDALS: 515-725-1465, Iowa DNR Forestry, 515-281-4915, or the ISU 

Extension and Outreach 515-294-1101  

 



 

Summer Camps at Oak Grove  
Join Sioux County Naturalist and interns this summer for outdoor adventures.  All summer camps are free of 
charge.   
Pre-registration is required and will start April 1, 2014 starting at 8am.  Space is limited.  All registration must be 
done online at www.mycountyparks.com/County/Sioux.aspx 
 

Ages 3-4  
Budding Naturalists  
(Different from last year) 

These little naturalists will have a hands-on 
introduction to nature.  Parents/adult must attend.  
Includes games, crafts, and trail hikes. 

Camp will be from 8:30am-12pm.  

June 4  June 12  

July 15 

Ages 5 - 6 
Frogs, Snails, Salamander Tails  

Discover which animals use slime, and 

explore the wonderful world of natural 

slime.  This camp includes trail hikes, 

games and c rafts  

Choose from :  

June 10- 11 9am- noon OR 1pm- 4pm 

June 19 - 20 1pm- 4pm 

 

 Ages 7-9 

Bug Scouts 

Campers will explore the world of entomology by 

making insect collections that they will be able to 

take home with them. 

This two day camp is offered four times. 
 9am- 2pm. 
 
June 24-25   July 1-2 
June 26-27  July 29-30 

Ages 10-12 

Water Works  

Get ready to get wet! We will discover and learn 

about the Iowa’s wetlands-hands-on!  We will 

explore insects, amphibians; put together bird 

boxes, water pollution and testing, canoeing and 

go fishing.  This two day camp is from 9am-3pm.  

Will be held at Big Sioux Recreation Area, south of 

Hawarden. 

Choose from the following dates: 

July 22 -23  July 24 -25 

Ages 13-15 

Hunter Education Overnight Camp 

This overnight camp will give participants the 

opportunity to pass the Iowa Hunter Education 

course (which is required for an Iowa Hunting 

license), as well as participate in a fun overnight 

camp experience.  Participants will learn firearm 

safety; shoot/donõt shoot scenarios, hunting laws 

and more. Also go on night hike, catfish the 

river, try out archery, and make Sõmores. 

July 8 & 9  

Camp runs: 9:30 am overnight till 1:30 pm on 

the 9th 

Oak Grove cabins.  Potluck meals 

 

 

 



Upcoming Programs…   

All programs must be pre-registered for, you may sign up online at 

http://www.mycountyparks.com/County/Sioux.aspx or you may call Sunday Ford at 712-552-3057 

 

May 10- Spring Warbler Outing- Big Sioux Recreation Area- 8am-? 
All ages welcomed! 
Join the Sioux County Naturalist on this fun outing to look and listen for warblers as 

they migrate through the county.  We will be meeting at the Big Sioux Recreation Area 

at 8 am and stay as long as you would like.  You must pre-register for event. 

 

June 6- Outdoor Skills Day- Oak Grove Park: 8:30am-4pm 
All ages (8 years & under must have an adult present)  
This fun filled day will start at 8:30am and go to 4 pm.  Participants will  

register at the picnic shelter near the river at Oak Grove Park.  Sessions for the  

day may include: shotgun shooting, air rifles, archery, outdoor cooking, canoeing 

improving outdoor skills and much more!  This event is sponsored by 4-H  

Extension, Sioux County Conservation Board, and the Sioux County 

Sportsmenõs Club.  Lunch and prizes provided by the Sioux County Sportsmenõs 

Club.  You must pre-register for this event by going online, call Sunday at 712-

552-3057, or contact the Extension Office at 712/737-4230.  No cost for event, 

weather cancelations will be aired on KSOU 93.9 FM 

All ages are welcomed!  (8 years & under must have an adult present) 
Join the Sioux County Conservation Board and the Sioux County Sportsmenõs 

Club at the Sandy Hollow pond near Sioux Center for a fun-filled morning of 

fishing instruction, fishing, prizes, casting contest, and giveaways.  Clinic will be 

from 9am-12:30pm with lunch provided and prizes to be won.  Those 16 years of 

age and older must have a valid fishing license to actively fish.  Fishing poles are 

available for use or bring your own.  No cost, weather cancelations listen to 

KSOU 93.9 FM.  Must pre-register for event. 

 

 

 

June 14- Family Fishing Clinic- Sandy Hollow: 9am- 12:30pm  

 

 

http://www.mycountyparks.com/County/Sioux.aspx


 

 

June 18- Ringneck Rendezvous- Rock Valley Gun Club: 5:30-9pm 
Ages 5-16 years old (5-8 years must have an adult present.  All adults welcome with $10 

registration fee and preregistration) shorter wait time at door if pre- 

registered.  Join the Sioux Prairie Pheasants Forever Chapter, Sioux County  

Conservation Board, Rock Valley Gun Club, and Iowa DNR for a fun evening of  

outdoor experiences.  Activities for the evening being planned include; trap  

shooting (ages 12 and over), BB guns, archery, sling shots, games; door prizes,  

education sessions; and pizza.  Cost for this evening is $10 per person, pre- 

registration required by June 11, 2014.  Individuals registered will receive: $50 òplay moneyó meal, optional 

ringneck membership, hat, bag, and more.  Registration after June 11, 2014 will  not receive a hat (which 

entitles them to a drawing for a free gun at the November banquet).  Adults are welcome but must pre-

register with $10 fee.  òPlay moneyó is used on the games, trapshooting, and raffle buckets; there will be no 

live auction this year, registration for the night has been revamped with shorter wait time for those that pre-

registered.  Many prizes to be won!  The Gould Brothers will conclude the night with their exhibition 

shooting!!  Registration forms can be found at:  http://www.mycountyparks.com/County/Sioux.aspx $10 fee 

and forms need to be returned to: Ringneck Rendezvous, 4051 Cherry Ave, Hawarden, IA 51023.  

Participants will be considered registered when the form and payment are returned.  Must be postmarked 

by June 11.  Watch the website for additional ways to register for this event.  The first 400 kids will be 

accepted.  Weather related cancellations will be aired on 93.9 FM.  Rain date: June 19, 2014. 

Upcoming tentative dates to note: 
August:  
13- Hunter Education- Oak Grove Park 9am-7pm 
30- Monarch Watch- Oak Grove Park 9:30-11am 

September: 
13 - Women in the Outdoors- Lake Pahoja, Inwood, IA 
20-Dutch Oven Gathering- Oak Grove- Turkey Ridge Campground 

October: 
11- Trick or Treat Hike Night- Oak Grove Park 

 

Upcoming Programs continued…   

All programs must be pre-registered for, you may sign up online at 

http://www.mycountyparks.com/County/Sioux.aspx or you may call Sunday Ford at 712-552-3057 

 

July 12 -19- Project Aware - Big Sioux River  

Paddle the day or week away with many other volunteers, the Iowa Department of Natural Resources, 

South Dakota Game Fish and Parks, Sioux County, Lyon and Plymouth County Conservation Boards.  

This yearôs event is unique that it will be a bi-state effort.  Event is family friendly and flex ible to fit your 

schedule.  At each evening stop there is tent camping area provided, along with educational programs, 

water quality monitoring, and a catered meal (included in registration fee).  This yearôs clean up event 

will start at Gitchie Manitou in  Lyon County, Iowa, ending at Big Sioux Park near Akron, Iowa.  

Overnights to include: Lake Pajoha; Newton Hills; Canton, SD, Oak Grove, and Hillview Park.  For more 

information or to register please visit: www.iowaprojectaware.com  

 

https://mail1.siouxcounty.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=JLwwxeyb5kSYqvVJlLSyqyGmCyKsDdEIgfnckVZAiaIpENpT_coS0oFXoFxvmNXEK7frIsLk0Js.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.mycountyparks.com%2fCounty%2fSioux.aspx
http://www.mycountyparks.com/County/Sioux.aspx


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sioux County Conservation Board  Sioux County Conservation Board 
712/552-1047 
soococon@siouxcounty.org 
www.mycountyparks.com 
www.siouxcountyparks.com 

 
Board Members 

Gordon Pottebaum-Chairperson 
Dave Meylink– Vice Chairperson 

Daryl Grooters– Secretary 
Jerry Jensen-Member 

 
Staff 

Robert Klocke– Executive Director 
Sunday Ford– Assistant Director/Naturalist 

Jessica Van Oort– Office Assistant 
Myron Dekkers– Park Ranger/Maint. Tech. 

Scott Heidebrink– Park Ranger/Maint. Tech. 
Zach Weyer- Park Ranger/Maint. Tech 

 
Meetings 

Held the first Wednesday after the 3rd of the month at 
6:30p.m. at the Administration Office in Oak Grove. 

If you would like to be added to the 
newsletter mailing list please send a 
postcard with your name and address 
to: 
  

Sioux County Conservation Board 
Oak Grove Park 

4051 Cherry Ave. 
Hawarden, IA 51023 

  

 

 


